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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Aldeburgh. 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  1920.  In  preparing  it  I have  followed 
the  instructions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  ask  you 
to  arrange  to  give  it  the  fullest  possible  publicity,  and  in  thus  doing 
we  may  be  able  to  help  in  three  things  necessary  for  any  great 
advance  in  the  national  health,  to  quote  Sir  George  Newman. 
First,  a comprehensive  understanding  of  the  purpose  and  scope 
of  preventive  medicine ; secondly,  a steady  and  systematic 
administration  of  sanitary  law  and  practice  in  each  area  ; and 
thirdly,  an  enlightened  public  opinion. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Area,  2,090  acres. 

Population. 

Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  2,374. 

Estimated  by  Registrar  General,  1920  ...  2,801. 

During  tne  Summer  months  this  must  be  nearly  doubled. 

The  Town  is  situated  on  rising  ground,  consisting  of  shingle, 
sand,  gravel,  with  veins  of  clay,  on  coraline  crag,  running  down  to 
the  sea  on  the  East  and  to  the  river  Aide  (tidal)  on  the  South.  On 
the  North  it  is  bounded  by  drained  marshy  land,  not  suitable  for 
building  on,  but  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  extension  inland  on 
the  West. 

All  coast  erosion  seems  to  have  ceased  opposite  the  Town,  and, 
in  fact,  the  beach  is  being  continually  added  to,  but  this  cannot  be 
said  at  Slaughden,  and  there  is  considerable  danger  of  the  sea  and 
river  meeting  at  no  very  distant  date. 
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The  beach  is  short  and  shelving,  affording  good  bathing 
facilities,  and  the  various  diving  rafts  anchored  a short  way  out  to 
sea  are  extensively  used  by  the  visitors  in  the  Summer. 

Aldeburgh  is  a well-known  health  resort,  frequented  by  visitors 
of  a well-to-do  type  who  are  attracted  by  the  excellent  golf  links, 
tennis  courts,  and  sailing  facilities  on  sea  or  river,  without  being 
disturbed  by  trippers  and  minstrels  on  the  beach. 

There  is  a very  small  rainfall,  and  the  sunshine  record  will 
compare  favourably  with  any  place  in  England.  The  water  supply 
is  excellent. 

The  Town  is  well  drained,  and  most  of  the  houses  are  supplied 
with  gas  or  electric  light. 

The  prosperity  of  the  Town  depends  upon  the  catering  for 
visitors,  two  big  private  schools,  and  the  fishing  industry,  whilst  a 
certain  number  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  working  at  the 
engineering  works  at  Leiston. 

As  regards  visitors  the  year  has  been  a very  successful  one, 
and  the  fishing  was  much  better  than  the  previous  year. 

The  inhabitants  are  well  catered  for  in  the  way  of  indoor 
recreations  and  amusements  by  the  Red  Triangle  Club,  the  Reading 
Room,  the  United  Services  Club,  and  a well-conducted  Cinema,  but 
I cannot  say  the  same  about  out-of-door  sports.  I wish  there  was 
a well-managed  Recreation  Ground  where  members  of  the  poorer 
classes  could  get  healthy  exercise. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  22. 

There  have  been  51  births  (24  boys,  27  girls). 

The  birth-rate  per  1,000  being  22-16. 

That  for  England  and  Wales  was  25-4  (the  highest  recorded 
for  11  years). 

There  were  2 illegitimate  births  (both  girls). 

The  average  number  of  births  for  the  last  10  years  was  40  • 2, 
for  the  previous  ten  48,  and  for  the  last  20  years  44. 

I would  draw  special  attention  to  this  marked  rise  in  the  birth- 
rate compared  with  the  falling  rate  I have  had  to  report  for  the  last 
few  years. 
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There  have  been  29  deaths  (19  males,  10  females). 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  being  12*6. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12-4  (the  lowest 
over  recorded). 

The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years  was  31* 7, 
and  for  the  previous  ten  was  29  6. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  under  1 year  of  age. 

The  death-rate  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  births  for 
England  and  Wales  was  80,  the  lowest  ever  recorded,  surely  a very 
gratifying  result  to  the  recent  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work. 


During  the  last  five  years  we  have  had  7 deaths  under  1 year  of 
age,  compared  with  31  for  the  years  1900-05. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Compared  with 
total  number  for 


For  1920.  last  33  years. 

Bronchitis  ) 

Pneumonia  j 

Heart  Disease  ...  6 86 

Tuberculosis  •••  ...  1 79 

Cancer  ...  ...  4 67 

Senility  ...  •••  3 41 

Apoplexy  ...  •••  3 41 

Influenza  ...  _ 41 

Nephritis  ...  •••  4 37 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  7 


Ages  at  which  death  occurred — 


Under  1 year  ...  ...  0 

Over  1 and  under  2 ...  1 

Over  2 and  under  5 ...  0 

Over  5 and  under  15  ...  0 

Over  15  and  under  25  •••  0 

Over  25  and  under  45  ...  1 

Over  45  and  under  65  ...  6 

Over  65  ...  ...  21 


Compared  with  average 
for  last  10  years. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

15 


Total 


29  32 


The  chief  points  to  be  noticed  are  that  there  were  no  deaths 
under  1 year  of  age. 
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Out  of  29  deaths  21,  or  72%,  were  over  65  years  of  age.  Six 
of  these  were  over  80,  and  the  average  age  of  the  21  was  75-4  years. 

The  average  age  of  each  person  dying  was  68.  Males,  66  • 5 ; 
females,  70-2;  compared  with  556  and  493  respectively  the 
previous  year. 

There  were  rather  more  necessitous  cases  than  usual  last  year, 
as,  besides  Poor  Law  Relief,  the  Parish  Sick  and  Poor  Fund 
granted  about  £186  in  various  ways  and  will  not  be  able  to  help  so 
freely  this  year. 

Although  when  necessary  all  serious  cases  are  sent  to  the  East 
Suffolk  Hospital  at  Ipswich,  to  the  maintenance  of  which  the 
Friendly  Societies  collected  £80  at  their  Parade  in  August, 
I strongly  recommend  the  starting  of  an  Auxiliary  Hospital  or 
Nursing  Home  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  better 
nursing  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  where  minor  operations  could 
be  done,  thus  saving  the  serious  risk  of  the  journey  to  Ipswich  and 
back  on  the  same  day. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Water. 

There  is  an  ample  and  excellent  supply  coming  from  a deep 
well  in  the  coraline  crag  some  distance  from  the  Town.  It  is 
pumped  up  by  electricity  into  a tank  at  the  top  of  the  water  tower, 
and  there  is  a constant  supply  by  gravity  to  all  parts  of  the  Town. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Aide  is  tidal,  with  a considerable  volume  of  water, 
and  is  well  able  to  deal  with  the  filtered  sewage  water  that  flows 
into  it. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

All  the  district,  except  in  the  outlying  parts,  is  sewered,  the 
outfall  passing  through  a filter  bed  into  the  tidal  river,  the  Aide. 
This  work  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  James  Mansergh  & Sons  in 
1899  at  an  expense  of  some  £18,000,  this  sum  being  raised  by  a 
loan  which  is  being  paid  off  over  a period  of  30  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  another  loan  will  most  probably  have  to  be  raised 
to  repair  or  renew  the  present  filter  bed.  During  the  year  it  was 
found  necessary  to  add  a Stereopagus  Pump  to  deal  more  efficiently 
with  the  effluent,  and  this  is  being  carried  out  at  a cost  of  about 
£700.  Both  water  and  sewerage  pumps  are  driven  by  electricity. 


! 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

All  the  houses  in  the  Town,  672  in  number,  have  water  closets 
connected  to  the  main  sewer.  There  are  18  outlying  houses, 
farmhouses,  &c.,  with  cesspools  or  privies,  which  are  emptied  when 
required  on  the  land.  There  are  no  Public  Conveniences  in  the 
Town. 

Scavenging. 

Dustbins  are  emptied  twice  a week  by  a man  going  round  with 
a cart  and  removing  the  contents  to  a site  by  the  filter  beds.  I 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  last  year  that  this  cart  is  never  properly 
covered,  but  it  has  not  been  remedied  as  yet.  There  are  no  fixed 
brick  bins  in  use  at  the  present  time,  but  the  moveable  ash  bins, 
instead  of  being  of  metal,  are  often  only  wooden  boxes  without  any 
covers. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

I had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  have  been  in  a position  to 
report  fully  on  the  result  of  the  survey  of  all  the  dwelling  houses 
by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  but  as  the  result  of  over  one  year’s  work 
I have  a report  on  20.  houses. 

The  following  is  the  Report  furnished  me  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances : — 

Borough  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Town  Hall,  Aldeburgh, 

January  24th,  1921. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  report  that  the  following  Sanitary  Works  have 
been  executed  during  the  yekr  ending  the  31st  December,  1920, 
viz.  : — 

The  Public  Health  Committee  have  approved  plans  .ior  the 
following  buildings  under  the  Bye-laws,  viz. : — 

Temporary  Buildings  ...  ...  2 

Addition  to  existing  Buildings  ...  2 

New  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Certificate  A.  Ministry  of  Health  Subsidy 
granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

All  houses  within  the  Sewerage  area  are  connected  to  the* main 
Sewer,  the  drains  of  which  are  of  modern  construction  and  in  good 
order. 
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There  are  18  houses  outside  the  Sewer  area,  with  .drains- 
connected  to  cesspools,  &c. 

There  are  several  of  the  older  houses  in  the  Borough  capable 
of  improvement,  and  a survey  is  being  made  of  these. 

There  are  no  back-to-back  houses  in  Aldeburgh. 

There  is  no  unhealthy  area. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 


There  are  : — 

Registered  Cowkeepers  ...  ...  2 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Workshops,  &c.,  viz.  : — 

Wheelwrights  ...  ...  •••  2 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cabinet  Makers  ...  ...  ...  1 

' Carpenters  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bake  Offices  ...  ...  ...  8 

Breweries  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers  ...  ...  4 

Dressmakers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Engineering  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laundries ...  ...  ...  3 

Unlicensed  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  2 

Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  following  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,, 
viz.  : — 

Bake  Offices  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ...  12 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  12 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  14 


House  refuse  is  removed  from  all  houses  at  least  once  per  week. 

There  are  no  brick  ash  bins  in  use  within  the  Borough.  There 
are  very  few  houses  with  proper  sanitary  bins  provided,  the  refuse 
being  kept  in  wooden  boxes  and  other  open  receptacles. 

All  houses  are  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  diseases  at 
the  request  of  the  owner  or  the  M.O.H. 

There  are  several  vacant  houses  in  the  town. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  C.  GORDON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Schools. 

The  water  supply  is  from  the  town  mains,  and  is  ample  for  all 
requirements. 

I reported  on  the  drains  and  accommodation  last  year.  Since 
then  the  Schools  have  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  and 
I understand  that  considerable  alterations  are  about  to  take  place. 

The  Voluntary  Infants  School  had  to  be  closed  from  May  12th 
until  after  the  Summer  Holidays  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough 
and  Mumps,  and  also  from  November  5th  for  four  weeks  on  account 
of  Measles. 

The  children  are  inspected  by  the  Qounty  Council  Medical 
Officer,  and,  if  necessary,  treatment  is  provided.  I understand  that 
the  Board  of  Education  will  not  allow  the  Education  Authority  to 
employ  general  practitioners  as  such,  in  the  treatment  of  the 
children,  and  so  children  are  sent  all  the  way  to  Ipswich  to  be 
operated  upon  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  and  sent  back  the  same  day 
when  they  could  be  treated  just  as  well  locally  without  this  risky 
journey. 

I would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  this 
matter,  in  the  hope  that  if  the  Board  of  Education  do  not  alter 
their  regulations  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  take  over  the 
control  of  the  health  of  the  School  children. 

FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  supply.  I have  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  milk 
producers  in  the  area  the  circular  about  Graded  A Milk,  in  the  hope 
that  all  of  them  will  be  able  to  supply  this  grade  of  milk. 

At  present  only  one  of  them  attempts  to  carry  out  the 
conditions  necessary  to  obtain  this  Government  certificate  of  pure 
milk,  the  first  of  which  is  the  testing  of  the  cows  with  the 
Tuberculin  Test. 

Next  year  I hope  to  be  able  to  report  that  Graded  A Milk  can 
be  supplied  in  Aldeburgh. 

If  the  public  could  be  educated  up  to  asking  for  this  certificated 
milk  it  would  materially  assist  us  in  obtaining  a good  supply  of  the 
same. 

Under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Regulations  I inspected  the 
Cowsheds  and  reported  to  two  of  the  owners  certain  faults  which  I 
hope  will  soon  be  remedied. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1914,  I propose  during  this 
year  to  take  samples  of  milk  for  the  purpose  of  testing  it  for  the 
absence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 
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No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children) 
Order,  1919. 

( b ) Meat. 

(i.)  The  Corporation  have  not  appointed  a Food  and  Drugs 
Inspector,  and  so  far  as  I know  the  meat  is  never 
inspected. 

(ii.)  There  is  no  Public  Abattoir  or  licensed  Slaughter  House 
in  the  district.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the 
unlicensed  Slaughter  Houses  at  least  once  a month. 

(iii.)  No  action  has  been  taken  of  Section  117  of  Public 
Health  Act,  1875. 

(iv.)  No  meat  has  been  condemned  for  Tuberculosis. 

There  are  2 unlicensed  Slaughter  Houses. 

(c)  Other  Foods.  The  Bakehouses  are  inspected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

( d ) No  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  occurred  in  the  district. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever. 
The  only  diseases  notified  were : — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  5 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 

There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Mumps,  and  Chicken  Pox,  so  that  the  Infant  Schools  had  to  be 
nlosed  for  three  months  in  the  Summer,  and  again  for  one  month 
in  the  Autumn. 

Swabs  of  doubtful  throats  have  been  taken  and  sent  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

A free  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  and  Anti-Tetanic 
Serum  is  always  kept  read/  for  use,  and  the  latter  has  been  used 
as  a precautionary  measure  two  or  three  times. 

As  Vaccination  Medical  Officer  I have  performed — 

Primary  Vaccinations  •••  29 

Re-vaccinations  •••  ...  1 


80 


9 


Exemptions  from  Vaccinations.  Five  were  obtained  this  year 
against  two  last  year  and  none  the  year  before.  I am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  list  of  infants  unprotected  by  vaccination  is  increasing, 
and  I again  appeal  to  Magistrates  not  to  grant  certificates  of 
exemption  unless  the  father  is  really  a conscientious  objector. 
I know  that  in  some  cases  this  is  not  so,  as  the  fathers  have  told 
me  that  if  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  they  would  have 
their  children  vaccinated  ; also  in  some  families  some  children  are 
vaccinated  whilst  others  are  not,  without  any  reason  such  as  illness 
to  account  for  it. 

We  have  no  disinfector  machine,  so  disinfection  is  carried  out 
by  spraying  with  Formalin,  except  at  the  Girls’  School,  where  they 
have  a Clayton  machine. 

We  have  no  apparatus  for  dealing  with  verminous  clothes,  but 
full  instructions  are  given  in  a leaflet,  “ How  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  epidemics  by  insects  in  war  time,”  copies  of  which  are  distributed 
to  the  different  houses. 


There  have  been  no  deaths  from  Influenza  and  one  death  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Influenza  has  not  been  very  prevalent  in  a serious  form,  and 
only  two  or  three  cases  availed  themselves  of  the  use  of’  the  Vaccine 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  the  results  of  these  were 
very  satisfactory. 


No  case  of  Tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the  year.  I now 
have  4 cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  4 of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on 
my  Register. 


I have  collected  the  chief  causes  of  death  for  the  last  38  years 
in  Aldeburgh,  and  they  are  as  follows  : — 


w 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

Total. 

99 

( b ) 

Heart  Disease 

86 

to 

Tuberculosis  ... 

79 

(d) 

Cancer 

67 

(e) 

Senility 

41 

Of  these  ( a ) and  (c)  are  the  ones  that  might  come  under  the 
category  of  preventable,  and  against  the  ones  that  our  chief  energies 
should  be  directed. 


Venereal  cases  can  attend  the  Clinic  at  Ipswich.  We  provide 
no  facilities  for  treatment,  and  no  medical  practitioners  have  asked 
for  free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitutes. 

I have  to  report  that  the  present  Churchyard  has  very  little 
room  for  any  further  interments,  and  I hope  that  immediate  steps 
will  be  taken  to  obtain  more  ground,  and  that  in  connection  with 
this  there  will  be  a proper  mortuary. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Corporation  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
obtained  the  services  of  Nurse  Prior  (a  certificated  midwife)  through 
the  Suffolk  Nursing  Association  on  November  3rd,  1919.  During 
the  year  she  attended  38  cases  as  a midwife,  having  to  call  a doctor 
in  on  five  occasions,  and  she  attended  as  a maternity  nurse,  in 
attendance  with  a doctor,  at  16  cases.  Her  fees  are  30s.  when  she 
attends  as  a midwife,  and  20s.  when  she  attends  as  a maternity 
nurse.  When  a doctor  is  called  in  the  fee,  as  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  is  two  guineas. 

I can  report  very  highly  of  Nurse  Prior’s  skill,  both  as  a 
midwife  and  as  a maternity  nurse.  I think  she  is  very  popular 
with  the  mothers  and  she  is  passionately  fond  of  babies,  and  spares 
no  effort  for  their  welfare,  doing  little  things  like  taking  them  out 
for  airings  and  making  them  clothes,  which  are  not  included  in  her 
routine  duties. 

As  I have  reported  elsewhere  in  this  report,  there  have  been  na 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  no 
case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  a very  striking  tribute  to 
Nurse  Prior’s  skill  and  ability. 

We  are  still  without  the  services  of  a District  Nurse.  No 
Infant  Welfare  Centre  has  been  established  in  the  Borough  for 
which  we  are  able  to  draw  a grant,  but  at  the  Private  Home  at 
62,  High  Street,  where  Nurse  Prior  lives,  between  April  and  the 
end  of  the  year  on  nineteen  days  Nurse  Prior  had  253  attendances 
from  54  mothers  for  weighing  babies,  and  records  are  kept  of  all  of 
these.  Eleven  cases  were  admitted  into  this  Home  for  confinement, 
the  usual  stay  for  each  patient  being  a fortnight.  The  fees  vary 
according  to  the  patient’s  means. 

I hope  that  the  Committee  will  see  their  way  shortly  to  take 
over  this  Home,  which,  with  the  aid  of  some  voluntary  subscriptions, 
they  could  run  with  the  fees  from  the  patients  and  grants  from  the 
East  Suffolk  County  Council. 

I report  for  the  first  time,  as  I think  the  figures  will  be  useful 
for  future  pre-natal  work,  10  still  births — two  before  the  5th  mouth, 
one  at  the  6th  month,  one  at  the  8th  month,  and  six  at  full  time, 
four  of  these  being  two  cases  of  twins,  one  case  being  caused  by 
albuminuria  of  pregnancy ; the  cause  of  the  others  at  present  has 
not  been  diagnosed,  but  pathological  examinations  are  being  made 
to  help  in  the  diagnosis. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

(1)  Staff. — Consists  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  He  does  not  seem 
to  have  enough  time  for  inspecting  houses. 

(2)  Hospital  Accommodation.  -There  is  no  Isolation 

Hospital  in  the  district,  but  arrangements  were  made  in 
February,  1918,  for  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Small  Pox,  and  Scarlet 
Fever  to  be  admitted  at  Ipswich  Isolation  Hospital,  if  they 
have  vacant  beds,  for  £2  2s.  Od.  per  week  per  occupied 
bed.  Fortunately  no  cases  occurred  in  the  district  during 
■the  year.  Earlier  in  my  report  I have  recommended  the 
starting  of  an  Auxiliary  Hospital  or  Nursing  Home. 

(3)  Local  Acts,  Special  Local  Orders,  and  general  adoptive  Acts 

in  force  in  the  district. — None. 

(4)  Chemical  and  bacteriological  specimens  are  sent  to  Dr. 

H.  M.  Cade,  the  County  Hall,  Ipswich,  for  whose  help 
I am  very  grateful. 


HOUSING. 

I.  General  housing  conditions  in  the  district : — 

(1)  Aldeburgh  consists  mainly  of  ancient  dwelling 

houses,  the  Town  being  an  old  Elizabethan 
Borough,  and  the  Building  Bye-laws  were  only 
adopted  on  September  11th,  1893,  since  which 
period  127  new  houses  have  been  erected.  All 
the  houses,  both  old  and  new,  within  the 
Sewerage  area  are  provided  with  proper  Water 
Closets  connected  with  the  main  sewer. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  or  back-to-back 
houses.  As  found  elsewhere  we  find  considerable 
difficulty  in  adapting  ancient  houses  to  meet 
modern  requirements. 

(2)  (a)  There  is  a shortage  of  about  12  houses  ; on  the 

other  hand  about  7 large  houses  are  vacant. 

( b ) It  has  been  impossible  to  proceed  with  the 
proposed  housing  scheme  as  the  difficulties 
mentioned  last  year  still  exist. 

(3)  No  change  of  population  anticipated. 
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II.  Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  Extent  : About  12  cases. 

(2)  Causes : Inability  to  obtain  suitable  houses  at  a 

reasonable  rent  and  growing  size  of  families. 

(3)  Measures  taken  for  dealing  wTith  overcrowding : None. 

(4)  Principal  cases  and  measures  taken  : Still  under 

consideration. 

III.  Fitness  of  Houses  : — 

(1)  ( a ) General  standard  c.f.  I.  (l). 

( b ) General  character  of  defects  found  : No  damp 

course,  low  stories,  want  of  special  means  of 
efficient  ventilation.  Lack  of  baths  and 
sinks.  Unpaved  yards.  Lack  of  proper 
sanitary  dustbins. 

(c)  I cannot  say  how  far  these  defects  are  due  to 

lack  of  proper  management  and  supervision 
by  owners. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under — 

. (a)  The  Public  Health  Acts  : None. 

(b)  Housing  Acts  : None. 

(3)  No  arrangements  have  been  made  in  overcoming 

the  difficulties  referred  to  above,  of  trying  to 
modernize  ancient  dwellings. 

(4)  The  water  and  closet  accommodation  is  good. 

Refuse  is  removed  from  all  dwellings  at  least  once 

a week. 

IV.  Unhealthy  Areas  : — 

There  are  none. 

V.  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  &c. 

Model  Building  Bye-laws  are  in  force. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

(1)  As  to  working  above.  They  are  carried  out  as  far 

as  is  compatible  with  the  recent  orders  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

(2)  I think  there  is  a need  for  relaxing  the  present 

Bye-laws  to  meet  modern  requirements. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  D.  SOMERS. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Statistics. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

I.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  ... 

(2)  General  death-rate 

(3)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis 

(4)  Infantile  Mortality 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ... 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses* 

under  £16  assessment 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

* A number  of  these  are  not  occupied  by  the 
working-class. 

2. — UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

I.  — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ... 


2,301 

12-6 

•4345 

None 

690 

474 

None 


20 

13 

None 


None 


None 
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III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing , 

Town  Planning,  dc.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit — 

{a)  by  owners 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  de- 
fault of  owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declar- 
« ations  by  owners  of  intention  to 

close 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 

( b ) by  Local  Authority  in  de- 

fault of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  dc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made 

with  a view  to  the  making  of 
Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(8)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  dwelling  houses 
having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made 

(5)  N umber  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a 
view  to  Improvement  Schemes  under  {a),  Part  I.,  or  (5), 
Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890 

(1)  Name  of  area  ... 

(2)  Acreage 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced 

4.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the 
building  bye-laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
Act,  1919 

5.  — Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly, 
the  duties  of  each  officer 


None 


None 

Sanitary 

Inspector 


